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Tryon  Downtown 

Development Association 

Stay Tuned for SeptemberFest! 

April Fool’s Festival Sets Attendance 
and Fundraising Records!  

T he seventh annual Tryon April 

Foolõs Festival, sponsored by 

Tryon Downtown Development As-
sociation, was the biggest and best 

ever, drawing festival -goers from all 

over North and South Carolina. It is 

estimated that the 2012 Festival 

drew   nearly 1000 people to down-

town Tryon to enjoy various events 
over two days of festivities.  

A new event, the Foolõs Jam, was 
organized and managed by the 

team of Jim Peterman, a well -

known regional musician and former member of The Steve Miller Band, and 

Rich Nelson, a nationally -known portrait artist and member of the Charlotte 

band Wishgrove.  The Jam featured, as the base band, the Trophy Husbands, 
with various players sitting in.  

Another highlight of the Foolõs Festival, the Outhouses 

Races, which this year added stroller and grocery cart 

races, drew teams from TDBank, Tryon IGA and 
Greenville, SC, as well as the local area.  Stotts Ford, 

sponsor of the Outhouse Races, also presented a show 

of classic Mustangs for the crowdõs pleasure. 

The Trashion Show, an addition to the Festival in 
2011, was bigger and better than ever  on the deck of 

the Historic Tryon Depot, with entries in categories 

including adults, kids and pets from as far away as 

Charleston, SC.  

The 2012 April Foolõs Festival ended on a high note 

with the Masquerade Ball, a costume -or -not celebra-

tion with music by the Carburetors and food by 

Mountain View Barbeque (now famous for catering 

the recent Facebook opening in nearby Rutherford 
County).  Both the Masquerade Ball and the Foolõs Jam were held at recently-

restored Historic Sunnydale.  

Profits from the 2012 April Foolõs Festival, which grew significantly from pre-

vious years, are reserved for promotion of the 2013 Festival to be held on 

April 5 and 6.  Stay tuned for details!  

Also, check out TryonFoolsFest  on Facebook.  
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Weõre working on it!  

Expect to see the smiling faces of TDDA board 
members at the Rogers Park tent during the 2012 
Summer Tracks  series.  TDDA has agreed to sup-
port the popular music series by (wo)manning the 
gate and welcoming regulars and newcomers alike.  
Also, the July 27 concert with The Stray Birds and 
Phil and Gaye Johnson will be co-sponsored by 
TDDA and WNCW. 

ž  ž  ž  ž  ž  ž  ž  ž   

TDDA has donated $2000 from its Streetscape 
Program towards matching grant funds for the 
N e w  M a r k e t 
R o a d / M c C o w n 
Street improvement 
project.  Realign-
ment and landscap-
ing of the New Mar-
ket/Trade Street 
intersection are 
complete.  McCown 
Street will also be 
improved, becoming one-way, to increase down-
town parking. and adding landscaping elements to 
better manage traffic and  beautify downtown 
Tryon. 

ž  ž  ž  ž  ž  ž  ž  ž   

 

Tryon Gallery Trots, a project sponsored and coor-
dinated by TDDA, con-
tinue to provide eve-
nings of art, food, wine, 
and music in galleries 
all over downtown.  
Future Trot dates are: 
June 23, August 11, 
September 29, and No-
vember 3. For more 

info find Tryon Gallery Trots on Facebook or email  
info@skyukafineart.com  

 

 

TDDAôs  Design Committee will pursue three 
projects for improving the appearance of down-
town Tryon:  flower baskets on our street lamps; 
historical markers on downtown buildings; and a 
program to welcome cyclists to Tryon. 

¶ Plans are underway to install six baskets in key 
areas as an experiment to see if watering and 
maintenance can be feasibly implemented.  

¶ Historical markers would include interesting 
facts about our downtown structures. Were you 
aware that the building at 86 North Trade 
Street (Tryon House Apparel) was the location 
of the first beer legally served in North Carolina 
after prohibition was lifted?   

¶ Since most cyclists passing through town are 
training and likely to stop only for a rest room 
and drink of water, Tryon will be promoted as a 
"bicycle friendly" community.  Several area 
merchants have offered to allow cyclists use of 
their rest room facilities, and the public toilets 
at Rogers Park are available.  A "bicycle friend-
ly" symbol would be located on participating 
merchant's storefronts. It is the intent that cy-
clists taking advantage of our facilities will be-
come aware of downtown Tryon and return by 
car to visit our shops and restaurants.  A cen-
trally located rack for local riders is also being 
considered.   

ž  ž  ž  ž  ž  ž  ž  ž   

Promotions Committee members spent the af-
ternoon of May 7 at McFarland Funeral Chapel 
stuffing reusable shopping bags (donated by 
TDBank) with coupons and giveaways by local 
merchants.  The bags were distributed to all who 
participated in Art in Bloom, art and garden tours 
sponsored by Tryon Fine Arts Center and local gar-
den clubs on May 12 and 13. 

ž  ž  ž  ž  ž  ž  ž  ž   

mailto:info@saludafineart.com


Who‘s On The Board? 

In each issue we will profile TDDA board members, providing our members and friends with details about the individuals who volunteer 

their time to do the work of revitalizing Tryon’s downtown.  Many  of TDDA’s Directors are local business owners who value their custom-

ers and value your business. 
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Kim Nelson, Member -at -Large, from Grosse Pointe Park, MI, is the owner of Skyu-
ka Fine Art with her husband Richard Christian Nelson. The couple moved to Tryon 

with their three children Luke (14), Lillian (12) and Samuel (10) in 
2004. A planned move to Charlotte was aborted when Rich drove 
through Tryon on business and fell in love. When it came time open 
their gallery in 2010, Tryon was the obvious choice for them.  

Kim attended the Center for Creative Studies in Detroit before fin-
ishing with her Bachelor of Fine Arts at Eastern Michigan Universi-
ty.  Murals became Kim's passion and she worked with Two Frog's 
Studio completing many projects residentially and commercially. 

After moving to NC and after all the children entered school Kim became active in Rich's 
business, taking over the accounting and assisting in his marketing efforts. After work-
ing at a gallery in Landrum, then at the Pine Crest Inn, Kim and Rich felt the time was 
right to open up their own business. Focusing on local professional fine artists and origi-
nal art primarily in a traditional style, as well as local historical art, has given them a 
niche in the community and the region.  

As a board member Kim heads up the Tryon Gallery Trot events, working with 10 other 
businesses in town to make each Trot a success while keeping the focus on an arts- cen-
tered event that is free to the community. Assisting in graphic design needs for the 
TDDA is something Kim also handles including the various strolls and special events 
posters and advertisements. When time allows, Kim enjoys joining in the fun with a 
Tryon Little Theater production, whether she herself is on stage or backstage assisting 
with makeup or set painting for the children's productions. Kim, Rich and the kids along 
with their little dog Ozzy live in Gillette Woods.  

Shelly (Vaishali) Block, Promotions Chair , is originally from Mumbai (Bombay), 
India, and is the ófirst timeô business owner & operator of La 
Bouteille, a wine & beer boutique at 10 N Trade Street in Tryon.  
Shelly and husband Frederick Block, also the ófirst timeô business 
owner of BottleTree Beer Company also based in Tryon, have a 9-
year-old daughter and a 7-year-old boy son along with two black 
lab mixes from the Humane Society.   A Registered Dietitian with 
a Bachelorôs degree from University of Florida and a Masters 
from Georgia State University, Shelly is also a part-time Research 
Coordinator at Radiant Research in Greer, SC, , an óactiveô board 
member of Carolina Foothills Chamber of Commerce, a volunteer 
at Slow Food Foothills chapter, and wearer of more hats than 

space here allows. 

After moving to this area from BIG Atlanta to a TEENY TINY speck called Campobello, 
SC, to óslow downô, Shelly stumbled upon Tryon by accident, falling in love with the 
many layers of Tryon that she is still ópeelingô/discovering.  So when the opportunity 
arose to start a new enterprise, Tryon was a no-brainer.  She loves discovering new and 
interesting wines and craft beers, and educating people on new grapes/beer styles and 
beyond.  Also, she loves the nostalgic ódowntownô feeling and is a big supporter of events 
in Downtown Tryon, small town USA, and giving people a reason to come back to down-
town. 



Letter From the President 

Summer is upon us 
and TDDA contin-

ues to improve the 

downtown area 

with various pro-

jects and  events.  

Phase III of the Streetscape 

project is currently underway 

and hopefully everyone has 

noticed the improvements to 

the Trade St-New Market 

intersection (new sidewalks 

forthcoming). Norfolk South-

ern recently gave their stamp 

of approval for the McCown 

St. improvements and con-

struction should begin very 

soon in that area as well. This 

project is long overdue and 

TDDA would like to express 

its sincere appreciation to the 

Polk County Community 

Foundation (PCCF) as well as 

the Town of Tryon for their 

patience and continued sup-

port.  

As a matter of fact, PCCF 

also recently awarded a gen-

erous grant  to the Tryon Gal-

lery Trots, which are going 

well, thanks to the leadership 

of Kim Nelson. Many times, 

it seems as though the work 

of this association, along with 

other area organizations, 

clubs, and projects, would not 

be possible without the gener-

ous support of the PCCF, es-

pecially in such a small com-

munity.  

2012 TDDA EVENT CALENDAR 

June 15  Summer Tracks 

June 23  Tryon Gallery Trot 

June 29  Summer Tracks 

July 13   Summer Tracks 

July 27   Summer Tracks 

August 10  Summer Tracks 

August 11  Tryon Gallery Trot 

August 24  Summer Tracks 

September 29  Tryon Gallery Trot 

September 29  SeptemberFest 

October 31  Halloween Stroll 

November 3  Tryon Gallery Trot  

December  7  Christmas Stroll 

I know many of you are won-

dering what is going on with 

the Nina Simone Project.  All 

I can say at this time  is that 

TDDA is working closely 

with Mr. Frudakis, the sculp-

tor, and plans are being devel-

oped for additional fundrais-

ing to resolve the debt issue 

for the NSP statue. More in-

formation will be made avail-

able when these plans are 

finalized, so don't believe 

every "rumor" that may be 

circulating. 

Again, I would like to thank 

the community for their con-

tinued support of TDDA and 

hope that everyone will  plan 

to participate in upcoming 

Weõre on the Web 
downtowntryon.org 

Be A Friend  
 
Business              $65.00  

 

Non-Profit          $50.00  

 

Individual/Family       $35.00  

 

 

Go to downtowntryon.org to 

become a friend of TDDA. 

(TDDA is a 501c3 non-profit.  

Donations are tax-deductible.) 

P.O. Box 182 
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summer events such as the 

Gallery Trots and the Summer 

Tracks  Concert series on six 

Friday evenings at Roger's 

Park.  

Have a great summer! 

 

Steve  Cobb 

President 
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